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take their meals in solitude, apart from their family.
If a layman touches the viands, or a fowl passes bj
them, they become unfit for a priest's palate. They
must fetch their water themselves from the well, and
must not mix it with the water drunk by the other
inmates of their house. Every priest is compelled to
marry, and may marry a second time on his wife's
death. Women may take orders ; virgins can become
deacons; but to be made a priest a woman must first
marry a priest. There are three orders in the clergy.
Any boy of pure descent (i.e. without divorce or
illegitimacy in his family), who is free from physical
defects, may become a deacon (sfiganda). The ap-
prenticeship, according to M. Siouffi, lasts twelve
years, from the age of seven to nineteen; and then,
after a year of diaconate, the deacon may become
priest (tarmida). From the ranks of the priests, in
general synod, is chosen the bishop (gannbra), whose
first duties are two months' separation from his wife,
three baptisms on three successive Sundays in the
river, the public reading and explanation of the
principal Mandsean scriptures, and the visiting of
the death-bed of a holy Sabian, whom he must charge
with a message to Abathur. The last condition some-
times involves the scouring of the country for a dying
man, before the bishop can assume his functions; and
very unseemly rejoicings take place when the dear
departing one is discovered. There used once to be
a still higher grade, that of Resh-amma, or " head of
the people," who enjoyed temporal as well as spiritual
authority; but the last who held this office is related